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E the People of the States

of New-Hampfhire, Maflfachufetts,

Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plan-
‘tations, Conne&icut, New-York, New-Jerfey, Penn-
fylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Caro-"
lina, South-Carolina, and Georgia, do ordain, declare
and eftablith the following Conftitution for the Govern-
ment of Ourfelves and our Pofterity.

R R T IEL ¥k
Thc ftile of this Government fhall be, * The United States of America.”

1L
The Government fhall confift of fupreme " legiflative, executive and judicial
powers.
1L

J .
Ak Inead” qpe legiflative power (hall be vefted in a Congrefs, to confift of two feparate

qu‘ A‘)

4 /4 s v 2l and diftinét bodxcs of men, a Houfe of Reprefentatives, and a Scnatc cachof 4
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Sect. 1. The Members of the Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall be chofen eve-
ry fecond year, by the people of the feveral States comprechended within this
Union, The qualifications of the eletors fhall be the fame, from time to time,
as thofe of the electors in the feveral States, of the moft numerous branch of
their own legiflatures.

Sec?. 2. Every Member of the Houfe of Reprefentatives r{haﬂ be of the age
of twenty-five years at leaft; fhall have been a citizen m the United States

for at leﬁ;eaxs before hls eleCtion; and fhall be, at the tiue of Lis c-
lection, e of the Statc in which he fhall be chofen, .

Sect. 3. The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall, at its firft formation, and until
the number of citizens and inhabitants fhall be taken in the manner herein af-
ter delcribed, confift of fixty-five Members, of whom three fhall be chofen in
New-Hampthire, eight in Maffachufetts, one in Rhode-Ifland and Providence
Plantations, five in Conne&icut, fix in New-York, four in New-Jerfey, eight

in Pennfylvania, one in Delaware, fix in Maryland, ten in Virginia, five in'
North-Carolina, five in South-Carolina, and three in Georgia,

Secl. 4. As the proportions of numbers in the different States will alter from.
time to time; as fome of the States may hereafter be divided; as others may
be enlarged by addition of territory ; as two or more States may be united; as
new States will be ere@ed within' the limits of the United States, the Legifla-

ture fhall, in each of thefe cafes, regu.}te the n of reprefentatives by the
_ . number of inhabicants, according to the g e “the
S ratc of onc for cvcry forty thoufand ?. oy P ZE
e Dt sy o tiies,

Se[i 5 All ‘bills for raxﬁng or appropriating money, and for fixing the fala-

ries of the officers of government, fhall originate in the Houfe of Reprefenta-

s tives, and fhall not be altered or amended by the Senate. No money fhall be

oef .~ [ drawnfromthe public Treafury, but in purfuance of appropriations that fhall
( originate in the Houfe of Reprefentatives.

Sec?. 6. The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall have the fole power of impeach-
ment. It thall choofe its Speaker and other officers,

Sedt. 7. Vacancies in the Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall be fupplied by writs
of ele@ion from the executive authority of the State, in the reprefentation from
which they fhall happen. : V.
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;:/:f:;;’. ’::‘«(;‘/fa/ i{;/ “::, . o d g E)eﬂ. 1. The Senate of the United States fhall be chofen by the Legiflatures
/ s of the feveral States. Each chxﬂaturc fhall chufe two members, { Vacancies
e~ 0” \<{$:‘ (”0\/ imay be fupplied by the Exccutxvc until the next meetipg of the Legiflature.
s L Each mcmber fhall have one vote,

. W 5 Sedt. 2. Thc Senators fhall be chofen for fix years; but 1mmedmtcly after &7
| e i i ene ey i U;L’ the firlt election they fhall be divided, by lot, into three claffes, as nearly as
may be, numbered one, two and three. The feats of the members of the firft °
clafs fhall Be vacated at the expiration of the fecond year, of the fecond clafe
at the expiration of the fourth year, of the third clafs at the expiration of the
fixth year, fo that a third part of the members may be chofen every fecond
year.

Set. 3. Every member of the Senate fhall be of the agc of thirty years at
feaft; fhall have been a citizen $ the United States for at lcaﬁk years be-,
fore his eletion ; and fhall be, at the time of his elettion, -a-reﬁaont oTAt'Ec
State for which he fhall be chofen.

N e L 4+ The Senate fhall chufe its own Prefident and other officers.

VL.
. Sef. 1. The times and places and the manner of holding the elections of
| the members of each Houfe fhall be Px;;fcnbcdkl’ the Legiflature of cach
&be&-pmﬁonmmg—ﬁm

. Coliaih
e ¥y Gr

e N Statc, ut miy, 4t any time, bﬁécred by
i the chlﬂaturc of the United States.

Sect. 2. The Legiflature of the United States thall have authonty to efta-

oy W /’é ISR fuch uniform qualifications of the members of each hou{c, with regard to
s ' i L prcpcrty as to the faid Legiflature fhall feem expedient.
,' Py _—,/;Ift'() { .—:M-;//."'/l Aoz aenec ,
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W SRR wnS— Sef. 3. Incach Houfe 2 majority of the members fhall conftitute 2 quorum
o ol pret AL I
,4(., rr caed B ey to do bufinefs; but a fmaller number may adjourn from day to day}
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S 7 . Sed. 4. Each Houle fhall be the judge of the eletions, returns and qualifica-
ZF¥27 tons of its own members,
} : Sect, 5. Freedom of fpeech and debate in the Legiflature fhall not be im-

peached or queftioned in any court or place out of the Legiflature ; and the

2 Jec . ( members of each Houfe fhall, in all cafes, except treafon, felony and breach

/ | of the peace, be privileged from arreft during their attendance at Congrefs,
_ and in going to and returning from it.

h Houft d he rul
2 /Q—( .__4) (. i o o rinie Cs/gi)ts’gtlgc{esdmgs 2 rngly’ﬂ e ;'&

fifh its members for diforderly behaviour; and | d may expel a membet.
Sect. 7. The Houfe of Reprefentatives, and the Senate, whenit=fhall-be
v \ afine—mra-legiiativessapacity, fhall keep a journal of their proceedings, and
thall, from time to time, publith thcm and the yeas and nays of the mem- |
- ~ | bers of each Houfe, on any queftion, {hall at the defire of onc-ﬁfth part of
thc members| prefent, be eptered on the journal, . 2. —c/-/" St Ranty Hle:

b o i o wr N e Sl foudZ Ipinm .-4‘.—¢,,“;~ .*/
- 4 R e o2 ¥ Sed Gchnher Hou.e, without the confent of the other, fhall adjonrn for
; s L more than three days nor to any other place than that at which the two

Houfes are fitting.  oesamtssamisihosasamiarsborismmsgsinn
ks ” ———— i

1, g 7
i gl oy = ) ~  Sec. 9. The members of each Houfe ﬂxall be ineligible to, and mupablc
by A :, h t(;/% " g “:; 1’ . ! of holding any office under the authority of the United States, during the

e S A R T4 %> time for which they fhall refpe&ively be ele@ed: and the members of the Se-

nate fhall be ineligible to, and incapable of holding any fuch office for one
. year afterwards.

Sed.

7 ——
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Sect. 10. The members of each Houfe thall recelvca compenfat:cn for their

{ervices, to—be—alee : he wlial st " ;
] -3 m A //.44—9 m/‘ /Z’% ;147,44/7 ///,(,._, M* 77;

b oz % 2%
T‘Se{l. 1 f/%hc enaé{mg {hlc/ofcghe laws of the United States fhall be, ¢« Be
s s Cfe L Rl NS 5

it enaéted,
7 the-Benate ob-the Hmited Statesy in Congrefs a{Tcmbled.

-

:.l‘_fﬂ BT e /(.&4»03 ( Sedt. 12. Each Houfe fhall poffefs the right of orlgmatmg bills, eseept~in

Sect. 13. Every bill, which fhall have pafled the Houfe of Reprefentatives and
| the Senate,‘ fhall, before it become a law, be prefented to the Prefident of the”

| United States, for his revifion : if, upon fuch revifion, he approve of it, he fhall

‘ fignify his approbation by figning it: But if, upon fuch revifion, it thall appear

to him improper for being pafled into a law, he fhall return it, together with his

obje&ions againt it, to that Houfe in which it fhall have originated, who fhall

enter the objetions at large on 2611‘ Journal};ld proceed to reconfider the bill.

Baut if, after fuch reconﬁdcratlon,ﬁof that Houfe fhall, notwithftand-

2 od~esd . . ing the objedtions of the Prefiden .aé ee to pafs it, it fhall, together with hig

objections, be fent to the of cr Iigufe by which it fhall likewife be reconfider-

ed, and, if approved by Ws of the other Houfe alfo, it fhall become a
: e law, But, in all fuch cafes, the votes. of both Houfes fhall be determined by
o< #:z5 Yeas and Nays; and the namwfthe perfons voting for or againft the bill
i ‘?j" ‘fhall be entered in the ]ournal of g)ach Hoéufc rcfgiﬁlyc!y If any ill thall not
be returned by the Prefident within fesen days after ¢ thill Fave been pre-
| fented to him, it fhall be a law, unlefs the Legiflature, by their adjournment,

fall e Ve 72/ secled) \ prevent its return; in which cafe it fhall not be a law. -5
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fo e L /;zxw/ Rk oo Seét. 1. The Leglﬂaturcm have the power to lay and
4 2L, [ fres s e, G2 Fecre. # eolle& taxes, duties, mvmﬁs and excifes ;
A ' Toregulate commerce with foreign nations, and among thc feveral States;
-To eftablifh an nniform -uL of naturalization throughout the United States; =
“To coin money;
7 To regulate the value of foreign coin;
% To fix the ftandard of welghts and mcafurcs $
¢ - To eftablifh poft-offices; ~~s™ . ~ v
To borrow money, endssmitsliliy on the crcdxt of the United States;
| g To appoint a Trealurer by ballot;
\ To conttitute tribunals inferior to the fupreme court j

| - To make rul rulcs concernin /Eapturcs on land and water;
; To ssemb piracies axy felonies s committed on,

Seeigel et iz S ; !

the high feas; *pumﬂld countcrfcmng the_coin "of thc Umtc;lQ
States, and 4 offences againft the laigv m’x‘xa;;ons i "‘

. Dcssieruce X ’
s . To fubduea rebellion in any Staté, on thc apphcatlon of 1ts% iflaturey 2z 4z ww/}

Lt (u/47f

(g et iim ¥
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i 124 “E.,’,,,m,‘, LS pipi attrie LT Lr T aen S e AN
, he militia, mmmmdiee to execufe the laws of the Uni-  Ku 5
! , fupprefs infurre&ions, and repel invafions;
/ \
} /¢ And to make all laws that fhall be neceflary and proper for carrying into exe-
icunor. the foregoing powers,and all other powers vefted, by this Conflitution,
in the government ofthe Umtcd States, or in any dcpartmcnt or oﬂim thereof.
! 2 W —
s s - Ihall confift only / @ levying war
a et g :
i m adhermg to theienemics o
y ‘ e ch ature of the-Unitcd-Seates fhall
>
B e //z _,/ Z / {have power to declare the pum(hmcnt of treafon, No perfon thall be con-
A rdse , &;3'7&/ recris 4; /wa- 5 - wifted
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3 W 3 ;:& vi@ted of treafon, unlefs on the telhmony of two witnefles, . No attainder of
\&’\\\ \'{ LA treafon fhall work corruption of blood, nor forfeiture, except during the life
: N
: 1&;}{ >N Y ) ' of the perfon attainted.
. WS
3 P 5%, \\'\ Sed. 3. Thc roportions of dire& taxation fhall be regulated by the whole
vee Y S Wy 3 prop gu b
\z LR N number of uisssmmmslEmig® rcc citizens and inhabitants, of every age, fex and
’ \ 3 ".< ) condition, including thofe bound to fervitude for a term of years, and three
\.} YEF N £ | g 5
R YN \\,‘\ ) AL( —~c y= ﬁfths of all other perfons not comprehended in the foregoing defeription, (ex-
(‘E b 3 LN 7 cept Indians not paying taxes) which number fhall, withid %‘y’é&rs after the
¥ \‘f 1"‘!\: "\\ firlt meeting of the Legiflature, and within the term of every ten years after=
&\\K\\r SO0 A wards, be taken in fuch manner as the faid Legiflature fhall dire&.
S LY ,“ "’V"‘\(\\
A \ Se?. 4. No tax or du&y‘{hfll be laid by the I:ng{lature on 'ir‘ucks exportcd e
YY) LA - B Lo
9 N \< J o 1 A Al E1E S
Wy ! R\ & o2 e A £ AerFr
ERERE | e e
£t ML “bﬂ“iz~~ b S e s 5
>3 | eV ect. 5. 5 s i i
MDY '\\ Sed?. 5. No capitation tax fhall be laid, unlefs in proportion to the cenfus
§ o g R herein before direéted to be taken. - 7'}“—3
s L1\ : : ;
* oy N .%‘_t / e Seft. 6. No navigation ac fhall be paffed without the affent of two-thirds
ﬁc;,o 225 7% .-~ of the members prefent in each Houfe. N ‘
apread  _ _ [ Sect. 4. The United States fhall not grant any title of nobility.

Had Gl ZZrs ot 2L, e VIII c’; A y
w the, Un;ted Statcs madc in purfuancc
eoiismsinn, and all treatics machunder the authomy ‘of the United States
/‘Z T thall be the fupreme law of the feveral States, and of their citizens and inha-
i B bitants; and the judges in the feveral States fhall be bound thereby in theic
decifions 3 any thing in the conftitutions or laws of the feveral States to the
contrary notwithftanding.

> P VL

7”’7"7‘1 AR ed, g Sect. 1. The Scnjtcﬁ' the)fmte?qmcs}gl all hayg, power to make treaties, .
1and to appoint ambafiad ors, and judges of the fu;m'm court.

Sect. 2. In all difputes and controverfies now fubfifting, or that may here-
after fubfift between two or more States, refpeting jurifdition or territory,
the Senate fhall poffefs the following powers. Whenever the Legiflature, or
the Executive authority, or the lawful agent of any State, in controverfy with
another, fhall, by memorial to the Senate, ftate the matter in queftion, and
apply for a hearing; notice of fuch memorial and application fhall be given, by
order of the Senate, to the Legiflature or the Executive Authority of the other
State in controverfy. The Senate fhall alfo aflign a day for the appearance of
the parties, by their agents, before that Houfe. The agents fhall be dire&ted
to appoint, by joint confent, commiflioners or judges to conftitute a court for
hearing and determining the matter in queftion. Burt if the agents cannot

ﬁ/‘ agree, the Senate fhall name three perfons out of each of the feveral States,
L e Tl Z jand from the lift of fuch perfons each party fhail alternately ftrike out one, un-
[ til the number fhall be reduced to thirteen; and from that number not lefs
than feven nor more than nine names, as the Senate fhall dire&, fhall, in their
prefence, be drawn out bylot; and the perfons, whofe names fhall be fo drawn,
or any five of them fhall be commiffioners or judges to hear and finally deter- A
mine the controverly ; provided a majority of the judges, who fhall hear the
caufe, agree in the determination, If either party fhall negleé to attend at
the day affigned, without fhewing fufficient reafons for not attending, or, be-
ing prefent, fhall refufe to ftrike, the Senate fhall ‘proceed to nominate three
perfons out of each State, and the clerk of the Senate fhall ftrike in behalf of
| the party abfent or refufing. Ifany of the parties fhall refule to fubmit to the
authority of fuch court ; or fhall not appear to profecute or defend their claim
or

|
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or caufe, the court fhall neverthelefs proceed to pronounce judgment. The
judgment fhall be final and conclufive, The proceedings fhall be tranfmitted
to the Prefident of the Senate, and fhall be lodged among the public records
7 7 for the fecurity of the parties concerned. Every commiffioner fhall, before he W
4 5_)1 oA Z_\ fitin judgment, take an ocath, to be adminiftered by one of the judges of the '
fupreme or fuperior court of the State where the caufe fhall be tried, ¢ well
¢ and truly to hear and determine the matter in queftion, according to the
¢ beft of his judgment, without favour, affeition, or hope of reward.”

Sed?. 3. All controverfies concerning lands claimed under different grants
P of two or more States, whofe jurifdittions, as they refpe fuch lands, fhall
L e / haye been decided or adjufted fubfequent to fuch grants, or any of them, thall,
volceRe . ozt on application to the Senate, be finally determined, as nearas may be, in the
{ame manner as is before prefcribed for deciding controverfies between differ.
ent States. ;
2

Se&. 1. The Executive Power of the United States fhall be vefted in a fin-
gle perfon, His ftile fhall be, ¢ The Prefident of the United States of Ame_

Z - » .
# 5 wdech ¢ lesZitn o por “‘/mﬁ’ Jballot by the Leglﬂature. He fhall hold his office dunug the term of feven
S wry /’/ é—:f' tsen Lo A fennt ycars ; but{hall not be eleted a fecond time, =
‘Al e '-VJ’”“"V(~Z_~) - L ﬁuu, ¢ J&.‘_414__ ,
/' Sect. 2. He fhall, from time to time, give information tothe-Fegifiatree of
(thc State of the Union: recommend to their confideration fuch mea.

 fures as he fhall judge peceflary, and expedient: he may convene them on ex-
\ traordmary occafions. A In cale of difagreement between the two Houfes, with
' Tegard to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them to fuch time 2s he sl
think proper : he {hall take care that the laws of the United States be duly and
faithfully cxecgth he {hall commiffion all the officers of the United Statcs’-
' and fhall appoint & in all cafes not otherwife p/gv:dcd fot bythis conflitu-
2 tion. He fha[l receive Ambaﬁﬁdorﬂ»
_, = .. . }:Ic fhajl hwe pcm er to grant reprieves and
pardons;, buthispards : " He
fhall be Com:n.;adet in Ch'cfof 'hc Armv and Ne,\y uf mL L'm:m Sgates, and- .
of the ‘M]lma of the feveral ﬁ;?e‘s:*l-le lffall at ftated tlmés, receive ?61' ﬁx*“/
. fervices, a compenfation, whlch thall neither be encreafed nor diminithed dur-
ing his continuance in office. Before he fhall enter on the duties of his de-
partment, he ihall take the following Oath or Affirmation, ¢ I fo-
€ len}?l)y fuvcar (or aﬂirm) th,at 1 W}ll falthf )y exccute, th thc Oﬁice of Preﬁ- ety A7
«"dent of the United States of Amenca T He Mhall bé removed from his
- office on impeach ment by the Houfe of chrcfcntan ves, and conviétion in the

=

«"‘ . Supreme Court, of trea fon, bribery, or corruption. In cafe of his removal
3 b | as aforefaid, death, refignation, or difability to difcharge the powers and du-
S X ties of his office, the Prefident of the Senate ihall exercife thofe powers and

D l’\ duties until another Prefident of the United States be chofen, or until the
C\ kdnfabxhty of the Prefident be removed.

b4 | » , -
CR PR LM Eototns RGFEAAANA,
¢~ Sect. 1. The Judicial Power of the United States fhall be vefted in one Su-
! preme Court, and in fuch Inferior Courts as fhall, when neceflary, from time
! to time, leiconftituted by the Legiflature of the United States,

Sect. z. The Judges of the Supreme Court, and of the Inferior courts, fhall
hold thcnr offices during good behaviour, They fhall, at ftated times, receive
for their fervices, a compenfation, which fhall not be diminifhed during thcnr
continuance in office, s o

‘AJcc(AL A eAas Lo \;_(A«f‘fv“é

Sect. 3. The S fhall extend to allcafr;s arifs

Agr Lot o +
ﬁsg under laws EnecEEReETenaTure. of the United Statcsrto all cafes af- ‘_""’L _ﬂ

feting Ambafladors, other Public Minifters and Coufuls, N the trial of im-
pcachment_

« ca;” and his title {hall be, “ His Excellency.” [ He fhall be elected by /fz,;ub
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X @ea&mcne, cafes affe@ing Ambaffadors, gglcr Pubhc Mu}xﬁ ;s }nd Canuls,
i aud thol;c in which a State thall be party, --n—-------"---u--- ratt-be—orn al

His
peachments of Officers of the Unjted Statcs, to all cales of Admiralty and ) Ma.

ritime ]unfdl&mn, to dontroverﬁcs betwccn two or more States (-

3 hcngccn a State and cnpzcns of
another State, between citizens of different States, and between a State or

. the citizens thercof and foreign States, citizens or fubje&s. [In cafes of Im-

-

7%

2es S0 eibay:
s

InMﬂ tﬁu:)thcr é{lgs‘ Be?rcmennoned MH thh Tuch E;:é::f;t"{ e

ons and under fuch regulations as the Legiflature {hall make, The Legiflature
may aflign any part of the jurifdiction- abovementioned (except the-trial of the

s Prefident-of-the United States)-in-the-manner and under-the limitations which
7 7. itfhall think proper; to-fachInferior Courts.as- it ihall conflitute from time to
sz S tume.

Lok wien

ar

seereled e

¢

¢ S -

Al of all criminal oﬂ‘cnccs:(cicept cafes of impeachments)

fhall be in be committed ;

F
Set. 5. Judgment, in cafes of Impeachment, {hall not extend furcher than

e s4 Caft fakolliin = w54 to removal from office, and difqualification to hold and enjoy any office of

honour, truft or profit under the United States. But the party convi&ted fhall

neverthelefs be liable and fubjeét to inditment, trial, judgment and punith-
ment, accord'mg to law, 45

Agep it & -': «‘f A . _,.;- 9‘) “.»AL.;L_v

\ No “State iﬂaﬁ cotn’ moneyt", ;é} gr{mt rtfcrs of marque “and repri-
| fal} nor enter into any treaty, alliance, or confederation; nor grant any title
{ of nobility.
X
No Statc, without the confent of the chiﬂature of thc United States, fhall

lay xmpoﬁs or duties on xmports- “or ieep troops or ‘ﬂups of war in time of

peacc, nor enter mto any agrcement or compa& with another State, or with 7 27

any foreign powcr' nor engage in any war, unlefs it fhall be a@ually invaded
by enemies, or the danger of invafion be fo imminent, as not to admit of a de-
\lay, until the Legiflature of the United States can be confulted.

X
The citizens of each State fhall be entitled to all privileges and immunities
; of citizens in the feveral States.

X
~+  Any perfon charged with treafon, felony, or *m any States
who fhall flee from juftice; and fhall be found in any other State, fhall, on de-

& l mand of the Executive Power of the State from which he fled, be delivered
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up and removed to the State having jurifdiction of the offence.« >~ * -
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XVviIn
Th’c United States fhall guaranty toeach State a Repubhcan form of govern-
ment ; and fhall prote& each %tﬂtc again(t fesmtes mv.zﬁons, and, on the applica-

XAt

tion of its Leglﬂature, againft domeftic violence.

XV
On the application of the Legiflatures of two thirds of the States in the Uni-
on, for an amendment of this Conftitution, the Legiflature of the United States
thall call a Convention for that purpofe.

XL
The Members of the Legiflatures, and the executive and Judlcml oiﬁcqrs of
the United States, and of the feveral States, fhall be bou{i by oaﬁf to fupport

this Conftitution.
XXt
The ratificationiof the Conventionsiof 7 « 4 < States ﬂlall be fuﬁicient for
organifing this Conftitution, feloce i la . LW s T
. XX[

This Conftitution {hall be laid before the United States in Congrefs affem-
bled, ey ; and it is the opinion of this Convention that it
ihould be afterwards fubmitted to a Convention chofen in each State, under
the recommendation of its Legiﬂaturc; in order to receive the ratification of

fuch Convention.
XX

To introduce this government, it is the opinion of this Convention, that
each affenting Convention fhould notify its aflent and ratification to the United
Statesin Congrefs affembled; that Congrefs, after receiving the affent and rati-
fication of the Conventions of 22« 4 « States, fhould appoint and publifh
a day, as carly as may be, and appoint a place for commencing proceedings
under this Conflitution ; thatafter fuch publication, the Legiflatures of thaTe-
veral States thould ele&t Members of the Senate, and dire@ the eleftion of
Members of the Houfe of Reprefentatives; and that the Mcmbms of the Legi-
flature (hould meet at the time and place affigned by Conglefs, and fhould, as

foon as may be, after their meeting, sbnitshaBetdentatthokintadsiates,

@ proceed to execute this Conflitution.
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